Vocabulary 1

1. cacophony
a harsh jumble of sounds

2. subjugate
subdue

3. truculent
brutal, aggressive

4. abstemious
very moderate in eating, drinking

5. vilify

defame

6. scrupulous
strictly careful

7. auspicious
favorable, promising

8. assuage
soothe

9. cryptic

mystifying, puzzling

10. innate

inherent, inborn

11. extraneous
irrelevant, beside the point

12. relegate
to send away

13. vacillate
to be indecisive

14. condone
overlook, permit

15. disparage
belittle

16. obstreperous
obnoxiously noisy and disruptive
17. instigate
to start something
18. indigenous
native to
19. dilettante
one who dabbles, an amateur
20. dogmatic
overly assertive that something is true, when the proof just is not there
21. cursory

overly, casual, superficial
22. instigating
to start something
23. pejorative
disparaging, negative, unkind
24. philistine
without good taste, smugly arrogant of being ignorant
25. exonerated
to free from blame
26. malaise
sickliness, depression
27. metamorphosis
a change—often a radical change
28. esoteric
hard to understand or understood by only a select group
29. tenuous
barely, by the skin of one’s teeth
30. culminated
to come to a climax
Vocabulary 2

1.Capricious
impulsive, changeable
2.Dissonant
jarring, unharmonious
3. Spurious
not genuine or authentic
4. Erudite

learned, scholarly
5. Surreptitious
sneaky, secretive
6. Assiduous
hardworking, diligent
7. Sagacious
wise
8. Frenetic

frenzied
9. Inept

incapable, clumsy
10. Exigent
urgent
11. specious
beguilingly
12. obtuse

stupid
13. adverse
unfavorable
14. tangible
touchable
15. enigma

puzzle
16. replete

filled with
17. obsequiously
fawning over, overly complimentary
18. exacerbated
to make something worse
20. temerity
recklessness; foolhardy disregard of danger
21. ruminated
to ponder
22. enormity
huge size—usually a negative
23. ethereal
heavenly, light
24. salient

conspicuous, sticking out at you
25. edify

to instruct in an uplifting way
