Timeline 

Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 

	January 1, 1959
	Fidel Castro takes power in Cuba. 



	January –November, 1960


	17 African nations achieve independence.

	February 1, 1960 
	African American students stage sit-in at a segregated lunch counter in Greensboro, NC.



	February 20, 1960
	 “Whatever the exact facts may be about the size of the missile gap, it is clear that we shall need more missiles, more ships, planes and men, more atomic submarines and airlift mobility.” --Remarks of Senator John F. Kennedy at Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner, Hartford, CT.

	April 17, 1960 
	Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is formed.



	May 1960
	American U-2 Plane on an intelligence-gathering mission, piloted by Francis Gary Powers, is shot down over Soviet Territory—the pilot is captured. 

Paris Summit between Great Britain, France, the U.S. and U.S.S.R. is aborted. 

U.S.S.R. and Cuba establish diplomatic relations.



	July 9, 1960
	Khrushchev says in a speech that the U.S.S.R. will come to Cuba’s assistance if the U.S. attacks.


	July 12, 1960
	At a news conference, Khrushchev accuses the U.S. of using the Monroe Doctrine to assert the right to steal from the Latin American people, and says the doctrine no longer applies in that region.


	July 14, 1960
	U.S. State Department reaffirms that the principles of the Monroe Doctrine are still valid for Latin America.



	October 19, 1960 
	Martin Luther King, Jr. is arrested in Atlanta during mass sit-in demonstrations. JFK’s subsequent call to Mrs. King helps gain him African American support in the election.

	November 8, 1960
	John F. Kennedy elected president.



	December 20, 1960 
	National Liberation Front (also known as Vietcong) is formed in South Vietnam.



	January 3, 1961
	U.S. breaks off diplomatic and consular relations with Cuba.



	January 6, 1961
	In a secret speech to Communist leaders in Moscow, Khrushchev says the U.S.S.R. supports wars of national liberation.


	January 19, 1961
	JFK and selected advisers meet with Eisenhower. On Kennedy’s agenda is a discussion of “Trouble Spots”—Berlin, the Far East, and Cuba. Kennedy is told of the critical importance of Laos and the deteriorating situation in that country.


	January 20, 1961
	JFK’s inaugural address.
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