Amy Tan’s Mother Tongue
English 1A


The AP Argument Analysis Prompt: 

In “Mother Tongue,” Amy Tan utilizes a number of explicit and implicit claims.  Discuss how Tan refines her claims about language through the sections, including the order in which her points are made, how they are developed, and the connections drawn between the sections.

AP Prompt Support:

Create a 3-Column Table with the following headings: claim, implicit/explicit, and elaboration.  As you read, develop a series of source evidence for the AP Argument Analysis Prompt:

Group Discussion-Shared Google Doc

Group 1:

· What is Tan’s purpose for this opening section?  How does she capture the reader’s attention?

· Like Tan, we all use different “Englishes.”  Are there times when your worlds collide and you feel strange using one of your “Englishes” in front of people who normally don’t hear you speak that way?

Group 2: 

· What is Tan’s purpose discussing the “family talk” she uses with her mother and husband in this section?  What are some examples Tan gives of “family talk” in this section?

· What kind of “family talk” or “friends talk” do you use in your closest relationship?

Group 3:

· What is Tan’s purpose for discussing her mother’s “English” in this section?  What are the perceptions people have of Tan’s mother based on her language?
· What perception do you have of people who speak other “Englishes” than you?
Group 4:

· What is Tan’s purpose for describing her mother’s CAT scan?  How does Tan feel her mother’s “English” affected Tan’s life?
· Have you ever experienced a similar situation (one in which someone would not help you or give you the information you needed based on their perception of you)?

Group 5:

· What is Tan’s purpose for discussing English tests in this section?
· How do you feel about standardized testing?  What kind of English and what kind of thinking is required on standardized English tests?

Group 6:

· What is Tan’s purpose for discussing the way Asian Americans are sometimes “steered” toward math and science and away from creative writing and literature?
· Has anyone ever tried to steer you in one direction or another based on your abilities?
Group 7: 

· What is Tan’s purpose in this conclusion section of her essay?  How is Tan’s mother important to the fiction she writes?
· Outside of school, who influences the way you write?
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