
Analyzing JFK’s Inaugural Address
Soviet Diplomat Profile
You are a member of the Soviet Foreign Ministry, and have worked in the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D.C. for the last seven years. During the summer of 1960, you helped prepare a political profile of Senator John F. Kennedy for Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev. Like Khrushchev, you had hoped that Vice President Richard M. Nixon would not succeed President Eisenhower because you viewed Nixon as an aggressive anti-communist, and appreciated Senator Kennedy’s statement during the campaign that, unlike Eisenhower, he would have apologized to the U.S.S.R. for Francis Gary Powers’ U-2 flight over the Soviet Union. In your profile of Kennedy, you described him as a politician, “not governed by any firm convictions, but by purely pragmatic considerations.” You also noted that Kennedy “advocates talks” with the Soviets, but you were concerned about Kennedy’s emphasis on strengthening the U.S. military.  

You are watching the inaugural address on the color TV in the Soviet Embassy. What are your reactions to the speech? Is there anything in this speech that surprises you? What does Kennedy say that might reinforce or change your previously held beliefs? Is there anything he says that particularly concerns you?

For more background information on the Soviet profile of JFK, go to the Cold War International History Project Bulletin 4 (Fall 1994)--available online at: http://www.wilsoncenter.org/topics/pubs/ACF1B9.pdf; scroll through to page 64. 

For more background information on the Soviet Foreign Ministry and Khrushchev before and during the Kennedy years, read the interview with Oleg Troyanovksi from the National Security Archive: http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/coldwar/interviews/episode-8/troyanovski4.html 
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