Rubric for Comparison and Contrast Essay


	Organization and Focus

· Interesting title sets up the topic and content

· Introduction sets up the central idea(s) and how the writer will develop the discussion of the topic (what you are comparing/ contrasting and why)

· Point-by-point or alternating pattern

· Smooth, effective transitions among all elements (sentences, paragraphs, ideas) and paragraph breaks reinforce the organizational structure

· Develops conclusions from the comparison/contrast


	

	Ideas and Content

· Selects important features or attributes of the items that can provide insight into the nature of those items being compared
· Specific details/evidence are well integrated, fit where placed and support the main ideas expressed in the body paragraph

· Details are chosen for the audience

· Sentences follow a logical order
· A thorough, balanced in-depth explanation/exploration of the topic; the writing makes connections and shares insights.


	

	Voice and Word Choice

· The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose, and audience. The writer seems committed to the topic, and there is a sense of "writing to be read."

· The writing reflects an academic voice and employs a rich, broad range of words which have been carefully chosen and thoughtfully placed for impact. 

· accurate, strong, specific words; powerful words energize the writing. 

	

	Sentence Fluency and Conventions

· Sentences vary in structure, length and beginnings

· Sentence structure enhances meaning by drawing attention to key ideas or reinforcing relationships among ideas. 

· Correct punctuation, spelling, and grammar usage 

· MLA citation is used as appropriate


	


