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Guided Reading Questions and Comments for A Good Man is Hard to Find
Answer these questions while reading the story-you do not have to use complete sentences.  
1. What is the real reason that the grandmother doesn’t want to go to Florida?  What are some of the reasons she gives to change the family’s mind?

2. What do the grandmother’s grandchildren think about her?  Give a quote that backs up your opinion?
3. A valise is a small traveling bag to carry clothing and accessories for staying overnight.  

4. Who are the members of this family and how are they related?  Give names if you can.

5. What does this description tell us about what the grandmother is most concerned with?
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The grandmother uses language that would have been considered as offensive then as it is now.  So far what is your opinion of this woman?  Give three reasons you feel the way you do.  

7. In her story, who is the foolish boy and who is the good boy?  What made them so?
8. What do you think about the other members of the family?  Use quotes to back up your opinions.  

9. In the grandmother’s estimation, what made Red Sammy a “good man?”  

10. What does the grandmother do to manipulate her son?  Does it work?  Is this the first time the grandmother has been manipulative?  When has there been another time?  

11. What is nostalgia?   How is grandmother being nostalgic?
12. WOAH!  What just happened?  Make a list of the sequence of events.  Don’t forget the grandmother’s thought.  

13. What does the grandmother’s decision say about her?  Was it the right decision?

14. What do you think of the driver of the car?  What does his appearance say about him?

15. Who is this man?  Who is “The Misfit?”

16. What does Bailey say?  How does The Misfit react?  What is funny about this?

17. Why does the grandmother call The Misfit a “good man?”  What evidence does she give to him to prove she is right?  What does it mean to be “common?”
18. What is about to happen to Bailey and Bobby Lee?  
19. Put into your own words what The Misfit’s father is saying about him.

20. How many times has religion been mentioned in the story before this point?  Why does the grandmother bring it up now?

21. Why doesn’t Crime matter to The Misfit?

22. Does the mother know what is about to happen to her?  Why is she so polite?  

23. Why does he call himself The Misfit?  Don’t just copy what he says down, explain it in your own words.  

24. What is the only thing The Misfit gets pleasure in?
25. What did the grandmother say to make The Misfit kill her?  Did The Misfit get pleasure in killing her?

Answer these questions after reading the story

1. In the end did the grandmother have a true religious experience or was she using religion for the sole purpose of manipulation?  

2. Make the argument that The Misfit understood religion more than the grandmother.

3. A “moral code” is a set of beliefs and behaviors that people abide by to live what they consider to be a reasonable, fulfilling lives. The term moral doesn’t necessarily mean “good”; it’s simply a code of conduct, while the righteousness of a person’s morals is entirely subjective.  Describe the moral codes of the grandmother and The Misfit.  

4. Are any of O'Connor's characters sympathetic? Is the grandmother sympathetic? The Misfit?
5. Is The Misfit a modernist hero?  Explain how you might make that argument. 
