Patriotism—Various Sources, Periodicals and Academic Books.
Over the past few weeks, you have been examining some of the political “hot topics” that reflect a discussion on the freedom of political speech/expression, the defining of Patriotism, and the responsibilities of our government to its citizens.  You have a wealth of material from Writing from Sources (386-402, 581-629).  Of course, as we read the various call for rights in the selections from The Communist Manifesto and Other Revolutionary Writings, you may include these in your final essay.

First and Foremost: CORRECT DOCUMENTATION—Pages Numbers for each quote used and correct Works Cited Page.

Sample MLA format: Page 579-580 in Writing from Sources has the original bibliographic information.
Your Works Cited Page should include the page numbers from Writing from Sources.

Burns, Walter. “Selection from Making Patriots (2001).”  Writing from Sources. Ed. Brenda Spatt. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 2007.  387-389.
Cuomo, Mario. “Patriotism essay from The Nation (1991).”  Writing from Sources. Ed. Brenda Spatt. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 2007.  582-583.
Tocqueville, Alexis de. “Selection from Democracy in America (1835).”  Writing from Sources. Ed. Brenda Spatt. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s. 2007.  595-597. 

Second: Keep in mind Stephen Nathanson’s definition of Patriotism in Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:

1. Special affection for one's own country

2. A sense of personal identification with the country

3. Special concern for the well-being of the country

4. Willingness to sacrifice to promote the country's good
Third: Narrow Your Focus—You cannot possibly discuss all aspects of patriotism in 5-6 pages.  You could examine whether “political speech/expression against the government” reflects “a special concern” or is unpatriotic.  Or define what “special concern for the well-being of the country” in terms of our expectations for our politicians.  Or examine how we show our “personal identification” with the country.  Or examine “rituals” versus “real” actions of patriotism in terms of how we express “special affection” for our country. DON’T SELECT TOO MANY TOPICS.
Fourth: Evaluating Sources as You USE them
A) Credentials

B) Impartiality (determine the author’s position)

C) Amount/Kind of Evidence (citation/documentation)

D) Expectations of Reader’s Knowledge (what does the author assume that you know)

E) Generalizations/Abstract Thinking (More analysis than hard facts)

F) Tone and Vocabulary

G) Date of Publication

