Nation's Children Drop to 4th Most Valuable Resource 

WASHINGTON -- Long considered our most valuable resource, children have dropped to fourth on the list, according to a recent study by the Bush administration, with oil taking over the top spot. 

"You can't put a child into your SUV and make it run," explained Vice President Dick Cheney, "That takes gas made from crude petroleum. The same stuff used to heat your home, power your TV, VCR and/or DVD player. Pretty valuable stuff to say the least." 

Following oil, is aluminum as our second most valued resource, with lumber at three and "a good cup of coffee to go" rounding out the top five. 

Long the sentimental favorite, children had held onto the number one spot for an unprecedented 17 years in a row, a record that many see as unbreakable. 

"Not since the building of the railroads and our subsequent need for the Chinaman has any resource held the top spot for more than five years," noted Harvard historian James Thurber. But while in heavy demand from 1882-1894, the Chinaman's status plummeted once the railroads were complete. "Overnight they went from our first to our 11,564th most valuable resource, one spot behind lint." 

So what explains the sharp decline in the worth of our nation's children? 

According to the Vice President, it's a combination of lower test scores, recent school shootings and stricter parenting laws. "Their math scores are down, they're prone to violence, you can't spank them and child labor laws keep you from working 'em past six," said Cheney. "To tell you the truth, if it wasn't for the fact that they're our future, children wouldn't be worth the food they eat." 

The year's biggest gainer in things Americans need was "a hole in the head," which due to the recent spat of reality TV programming, moved from last to seventh on the list. 
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