Integrating Quotations (I.Q.)

In your reading response essays, it is best to integrate quoted material smoothly into your sentence structure.

Incorrect:  In “The Chrysanthemums,” we are presented with a character who is stifled by her environment.  “On every side it sat like a lid on the mountains and made of the great valley a closed pot” (489).  In such claustrophobic surroundings it is not surprising that Elisa has few creative and emotional outlets.  “Her face was eager and mature and handsome, even her work with the scissors was over-eager, overpowerful” (489).

Correct:  In “The Chrysanthemums,” we are presented with a character who is stifled by her “closed-off” environment.  Even the sky above “sat like a lid on the mountains and made of the great valley a close pot” (489).  In such claustrophobic surroundings it is not surprising that Elisa has few creative and emotional outlets.  Her only source of fulfillment and passion is her ability to “stick anything in the ground and make it grow” (490).

If you leave out words or phrases in the middle of a quote, use an ellipses mark.  Use brackets to insert changes in a quote that will make it fit your sentence structure smoothly.  

Example:  Elisa becomes more interested when the peddler tells her of a “lady down the road [who] has got…nearly every kind of flower but no chrysanthemums” (492).

If your quote is longer than three lines, block indent it (10 spaces from left margin, no quotation marks).  Long quotes should be used sparingly, especially in short papers.  

After quoting (especially long quotes), comment on the quote by connecting it to your ideas.  A good trick is to pick up some of the language from the quote in the sentence that follows it.

It is generally not a good idea to put quotes in the first sentence of a body paragraph (where the topic sentence should be).  Quotes should be used as supporting evidence and thus should be places towards the middle of the paragraph.

MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION (MLA) IN-TEXT CITATIONS

Standard format:  double quotation mark/quoted material/double quotation mark/left parenthesis/page number/right parenthesis/period

For example, when Jem and Scout are building their snowman, they “[cannot] wait for Atticus to come home for dinner” (71).
If the quote ends with a question mark or an exclamation point, put it inside the last quotation mark and put a period after the page citation.

For example, while discussing the group of men who want to hang Tom Robinson before the trial begins, Atticus says, “Every mob in every little Southern town is always made up of people you know—doesn’t say much for them, does it?” (160).
Use brackets when you alter words from the original quotation.

Actual text:  Atticus “went to the court reporter and said something, nodded to Mr. Gilmer, and then went to Tom Robinson and whispered something to him” (214).

Your quote:  For example, before leaving the courtroom Atticus “[goes] to the court reporter and [says] something, [nods] to Mr. Gilmer, and then [goes] to Tom Robinson and [whispers] something to him” (214).
You can incorporate evidence from multiple pages.

Satan’s motion is many things’ he “rides” through the air, “rattles”, and later explodes, “wanders and hovers” like a fire (63, 65, 293).

Reminders:

1. Never put periods or commas immediately before the closing quotation mark. 

2. Never write pg./p./pp., etc. inside the parentheses.  Think that only numbers can appear inside the parentheses. 

3. Make sure you have an initial the first quotation mark and the last quotation mark to frame your evidence. 
4. Use a variety of transition words and sentence structures to build your evidence into larger sentences. 
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