GETTING TO KNOW THE CHARACTERS

Student will chart throughout the reading of the play, the main characters: Mama (Lena), Walter Lee, Ruth, Beneatha, George, and Asagai. They will trace the personality/character traits. Cite references from the play. 

CHARACTER STUDY GROUPS

In small groups, trace the development/resolution of conflicts between/among the characters to be shared later with the whole class. Examine/ discuss the following:

• Walter Lee and Ruth. What are their expectations of each other?

• Walter Lee and Beneatha. Are they sensitive to each other’s needs, or have they become locked into the “sibling rivalry” syndrome?

• Walter Lee and Lena. Is she unconsciously emasculating him? Is he behaving more like a son than a husband and father? What cultural traditions affect their relationship?

• Lena and Ruth. Is Lena trying to undermine Ruth’s maternal authority by commenting on what Travis eats, how he dresses, and her excusing his lapses as “he’s just a little boy” [31]?

• Beneatha and Asagai. What cultural differences cause tension in their relationship? How does he prove he really cares for her?

At intervals during the reading all students charting the same character will meet in a small group to discuss the character. Each group is to reach a consensus on how to present a definitive character portrait or sketch to the class. Appoint a recorder to keep notes. The following might be included in the portrait: a photograph, magazine illustration, or original art work to show the physical attributes of the character. 

MINOR CHARACTERS STUDY

The minor characters  will also be examined by the character group.   Students will analyze the function of each character in the play according to the following guidelines: 

What does the character do to extend the plot; to explain another character; or to enhance a theme?

• Mrs. Holiday, Lena’s employer (31-42).

• Mr. and Mrs. Arnold, Walter’s employers (43-45).

• The white clerk at the neighborhood grocery (51-53).

• Mrs. Johnson, the Youngers’ neighbor (54-55).

• Herman, the white clerk in a liquor store (59-63).

• Bobo and Willy Harris, Walter’s hoped-for business partners (81-84).

• Mr. Lindner, the insensitive emissary from the Clybourne Park Neighborhood Association (157-168).

Character Essay—Final Exam
In a 5 paragraph essay develop how one major character builds the following issues:


“Assimilationism” and “Afrocentricity”


The definition of black pride


The Strength of Family


Stereotyping and Prejudice


Dreams


Social and Economic Issues of Racism

Dramatic Readings
Dramatic readings from the play designed to reveal the character’s personality. Each student will be called upon to reenact the scenes in which dramatic tension is greatest. The teacher or a student director should position the actors and stress the most appropriate voice inflections to convey what is happening between/among them. Students can either memorize* or paraphrase their lines. Scenes that lend themselves to reenactment are:

• Walter, Ruth, Beneatha. The argument over the spending of the insurance money (20-29).

• Lena, Ruth, Beneatha. Beneatha’s refuting the existence of God’s will infuriates her mother (70-77).

• Walter, Lena, Ruth. Lena reemphasizes her objection to the liquor store; Ruth admits she is planning an abortion (102-110).

• The Younger family. Lena announces that she has made the down payment on the house in Clybourne Park (121-127).

• Lena and Walter. Lena finally acknowledges Walter’s need and entrusts him with the rest of the money (138-142).

• Beneatha and Asagai. Asagai reveals his compassionate understanding of human nature and his wisdom; his proposal to Beneatha (180-190).

• The Younger family. Walter announces that he has agreed to accept Lindner’s offer; Walter’s moment of recognition when he subsequently refuses it (193-202).

In-Class Essay—June 4

This a non-fiction essay where you will write an organized response on what are your dreams for your life and what is the path that you will take to pursue them.  This is a warm-up for the college essay writing workshop.

Final Exam—Week of June 16
Take-Home Essay.  Discuss how Huckleberry Finn and A Raisin in the Sun reflect the issue of racism in America.  What lessons does each piece of literature bring to light the human condition?  What lessons do we still need to learn about race?

Vocabulary Exam—Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes—Week of June 16
