Friendship with the Doctor

70-73—Discussion about the future of the Race Question

Observations about Education and Economic Opportunities

Tendency towards lighter complexions—“lack of color”—“It’s no disgrace to be black, but it’s often inconvenient” (72)

“You see those last, loafing, good-for-nothing darkies, they’re not worth digging graves for; yet they are the ones who create impressions of the race for the casual observer. . . . But they do not represent the race.  We are the race, and the race ought to be judged by us, not by them.  Every race and every nation has been judged by the best it has been able to produce, not by the worst” (73)
Collection of the letters of introduction—i.e. access to the upper class of African-American society

74-78—The Smoking Car and the Negro Question—levels of racism

“The Texan’s position does not render things so hopeless for it indicates that the main difficulty of the race question does not lie so much in the actual condition of the blacks as it does in the mental attitude of the whites; and a mental attitude, especially one not based on truth, can be changed more easily than actual conditions” (78)

Issue of the American Negro as a literary concept—78-79—Insertion of Johnson’s discussion of the difficulties of presenting a character that does not fit the stereotype “happy-go-lucky, laughing, shuffling, banjo-picking being . . .  His efforts to elevate himself socially are looked upon as a sort of absurd caricature of ‘white civilization.’  A novel dealing with colored people who lived in respectable home and amidst a fair degree of culture and who naturally acted ‘just like white folks’ would be taken in a comic opera sense” (79)

Reference to W.E.B. DuBois’ The Souls of Black Folk as an attempt to “break the narrow limits of traditions” (79).

Paradox of Racism in the North and in the South (80)

“the claim of Southern whites that they love the Negro better than the Northern white do, is in a manner true” (80)

North—love the Negro in an abstract way, as a race, but have no particular liking for individuals of the race

South—hate the Negros as a race, but develop affectionate relations with the individual Negro . . .”this perplexity of Southern character extends even to the mixture of races.  That is spoken of as though it were dreaded worse than smallpox, leprosy or the plague.  Yet, when I was in Jacksonville I knew several prominent families there with large colored branches, which went by the same name and were known and acknowledged as blood relatives”

Discussion of Education and who pays for it—if the workers are gone, does the industrialist have as much money?

Portrait of Two Stereotypes

John Brown and “Singing Johnson”—“both these types are now looked upon generally with condescension or contempt by the progressive element among the colored people; but it should never be forgotten that it was they who led the race from paganism, and kept it steadfast to Christianity through all the long, dark years of slavery” (82)
John Brown—“He convinced me that, after all, eloquence consists more in the manner of saying than in what is said.  It is largely a matter of tone pictures” (82)

“Singing Johnson”—Swing Low, Sweet Chariot and Steal away to Jesus—“so many of these songs contain more than mere melody; there is a sounded in them that elusive undertone, the not in music which is not heard with the ears.  I sat often with tears rolling down my cheeks and my heart melted within me” (85)

Lack of appreciation for the minister and the songs—“they are still too close to the conditions under which the songs were produced; but the day will come when this slave music will be the most treasured heritage of the American Negro” (86)

Update on “Shiny”—professor at a Negro college—“they assume and carry so much that their progress is at times impeded, and they are unable to see things in their proper proportions. . . . If the mass of Negroes took their present and future as seriously as do the most of their leaders, the race would be in no mental condition to sustain the terrible pressure which it undergoes; it would sink of its own weight” (86)

Witnessing of the Lynching—similar to the image in the poem, “Brothers”
Reaction—“Shame that I belonged to a race that could be so dealt with; and shame for my country, that it, the great example of democracy to the world should be the only civilized, if not the only state on earth, where a human being would be burned alive.  My heart turned bitter within me.  I could understand why Negroes are led to sympathize with even their worst criminals, and to protect them when possible. By all the impulses of normal human nature they can and should do nothing less” (88-89)—Confrontation of the idea that the South should be left to deal with its own issues of racism

Chapter 10—Shift to the Law of the Father—WEALTH and a decision to live as a white man (“the capital joke I was playing” (93)) because he has certain tastes that require more money than he feels he can make as a black man
Abandonment of the dream that he returned to America for and pursuit of economic stability—“vanished dream, a dead ambition, a sacrificed talent. . . . I have sold my birthright for a mess of pottage” (100)
Meeting of “Shiny” in New York—Shiny recognizes the reality of his situation and does not disclose the “truth”

Telling his future wife about his race and her eventual decision to live with his secret and get married

The birth of his children and the death of his wife

Self-Sacrifice vs. Self-Interest

Final Reflection: “It is difficult for me to analyze my feelings concerning my present position in the world.  Sometimes it seems to me that I have never really been a Negro, that I have been only a privileged spectator of their inner life; at other times I feel that I have been a coward, a deserter, and I am possessed by a strange longing for my mother’s people” (99)

Booker T. Washington discussion—“what he represented with so much earnestness and faith”  “all of that small but gallant band of colored men who are publicly fighting the cause of their race have behind them.  Even those who oppose them know that these men have the eternal principles of right on their side, and they will be victors even though they should go down in defeat.  Beside them I feel small and selfish.  They are men who are making history and a race.  I, too, might have taken part in a work so glorious.

