Multiple Sources Essay
Throughout this unit, you have read an extensive discussion of the ideal education, the problems with its current delivery, the problems of the modern student, and the variety of solutions offered.  The AP Synthesis Essay offered an initial experience in this process.  However, for this paper, you must not merely rewrite your synthesis essay.  Revisit the sources from the unit and look at which could be added to develop your argument.  

This paper should be 4-5 pages, typed, double-spaced and include an MLA Works Cited page with all sources properly formated.  It is valued as 30% of your Essay and Quiz grade.

Potential Paths:

1. The current curriculum taught in American high schools erodes the ideals of a quality education.
2. The educational climate reflects a system that needs to reexamine the expectations of the curriculum, the teacher, and the student.
3. The disinterested student ruins education for students who want to learn.
4. The disinterested teacher ruins education for students who want to learn.
5. Public education needs to undergo major reform if it is meet the needs of all types of students.
6. The American high school has become irrelevant in the modern world.
7. Approved Topic
Part 1: Pre-Writing Process: Organizing Multiple Sources

1. Establish your focus.  What is the argument that you want to make.

2. Establish categories for the evidence that you will use for your argument.

3. Collect SPECIFIC Quotes related to the categories. 

4. Establish your own point of view of the evidence (agreement/disagreement with a coherent argument/analysis about the evidence. 
While there is not a mandatory format, you must provide ample evidence of your writing process for a homework grade.  

1) If writing direct evidence and your point of view on index cards works as a model, you take this approach.  
2) If taking each essay apart by listing a sequence of quotes with page numbers and your thoughts in a quote log format, this is also an acceptable pre-writing activity.
3) If  you need a graphic organizer to help develop your body paragraphs, you could use the path offered below.

Category

Source

Direct Quotes

Your POV
“rigorous reading”
Prose

Gitlin

Emerson

Broder
“role of the teacher”
Prose




Emerson




Gatlin




Broder

“democratic ideal”
Mann




Emerson




Gitlin

Developing a Complex Thesis and Identifying your sources:

In Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Education” and Horace Mann’s “Intellectual Education as a Means of Removing Poverty, and Securing Abundance,”  both authors offer high goals for education.   The path of “drill” and “genius,” that Emerson examines in  “Education,” propels the discussion of whether the  “drill” that we provide students also allow them to explore their “genius.”  If we are to meet the ideals of a deepening of knowledge for all students, we must return a curriculum that encourages the rigorous reading that Francine Prose outlines in “I know why the Caged Bird Can’t Read,” that Todd Gatlin offers up as the key infusion needed in education for “The Liberal Arts in an Age of Info-Glut,” and that David S. Broder, in “A Model for High Schools” outlines where students who have failed in traditional models of high school prove themselves capable of this rigor.  If we are to produce the quality minds of the modern day workforce, we must begin with an examination of the curriculum and the methodology used for teaching students.
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