Analyzing JFK’s Inaugural Address
Cuban Exile Profile
You are a doctor who recently fled Cuba to live with your brother in Miami.  He left Cuba six years earlier, fearing the corruption and cruelty of the Fulgencio Batista government.  You both had friends and relatives who had been imprisoned and even murdered.  Your hopes for a just and free Cuba soared when Fidel Castro and the revolutionary forces entered Havana on January 1, 1959.  However, your dream of an independent Cuba seemed unattainable as you witnessed Castro centralize power, authorize executions, and turn to the Soviet Union for economic assistance. You feel deceived by Castro.  You thought he stood for justice and freedom, but his actions proved otherwise.  Furthermore, he was cementing an alliance with the Soviet Union, making Cuba economically and politically dependent on a foreign Communist country. You believe your homeland will never be free as long as he is in power.

The U.S. presidential campaign has ignited your interest in the democratic process.  You can see that both Richard M. Nixon and John F. Kennedy are both strong anti-Communists.  You were especially impressed when Kennedy, in the fourth televised debate, claimed that the U.S. had not done enough to stave off communism in Cuba.  He warned that the same course of events could easily spread to countries in Latin America, Asia, and Africa.

You are in your brother’s living room, watching the new president’s inaugural address on television. What parts of the speech address your concerns?  How would you characterize Kennedy’s commitment to Latin America?   Does the speech give you reassurance about Cuba’s future? If so, why? If not, why not? 

For more background information on Cuban exiles in Miami, visit these two links from the PBS companion website to the documentary Fidel Castro:
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/castro/peopleevents/e_exiles.html  
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