Essential Questions and Essential Assessments
Essential Questions

1) What defines “race”?  What makes up identity? [Novel, Critical Essay and African-American Autobiography selections]
2) Giving the title of the novel, An Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man, how does Johnson utilize the guise of autobiography to deal with issues of race, class, and gender of the America and the Europe that he presents?  [Novel and Critical Essays]

3) When Johnson blurs the line by including some of his life experiences  in the novel, why do you think he casts these significant events in a fictional voice? What is the impact given that he first published the novel anonymously? [Novel and Critical Essays]

4) How does Johnson create a philosophical view on “race” and “racial equality” and how does it relate to his contemporaries? [African-American Autobiography and Critical Essays]

5) How does one approach an Author Study Paper? [Model through Johnson of second semester quarter papers]

Major Assignments: JOHNSON AUTHOR STUDY BINDER
*Quote Log on Theme in Ex-Colored Man (10 quotes per section)
*Quote Log (25 quotes) on the five essays from 50 Essays
*Critical Essay Annotations of 2 academic essays

*8-10 pages, typed and double space with proper MLA format, including Works Cited due on Dec. 19, midnight.  This paper should center on the themes of the novel that are expanded by creating a critical dialogue with 50 Essays selections and four of the academic essays.  
SOAPS and DIDLS Poetry Presentation—Close Analysis of 2 poems from the unit

